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Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants

Just like the Chamber of Commerce, SBDC wants nothing but the best for our
businesses. As an added benefit to our members, we have partnered with SBDC

to bring them once a month to the Chamber office, for a pop up one-on-one
service just for you. 

🌟 Valuable resources and expert support tailored to your business needs
🔥 Assistance in strengthening existing businesses and formulating effective

succession plans
🚀 Guidance in launching new businesses and conquering uncharted territory
🔑 Personalized advice, resources, and support at absolutely no cost to you

Michelle B
rooks

SBDC



Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic  Opportunity  (DCEO) launched $30 million in funding for the Rebuild

 Illinois Downtowns  and Main Streets Capital (RDMS, $20 million) and Research in
 Illinois to Spur Economic Recovery (RISE, $10 million) programs to revitalize commercial corridors

and downtown areas throughout the state and accelerate local economic recovery initiatives.  
Grantees will be selected through a competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) process.

The Rebuild Illinois Downtowns and Main Streets Capital program (RDMS) will provide grants for
construction, repair and modernization of public infrastructure and amenities to boost jobs,

improve quality of life and stimulate economic activity for communities that have experienced
disinvestment.  The goal of this program is to drive investment in infrastructure and public

amenities that will invite more people back into Main Street districts and local city centers.  The
second round of RDMS funding builds upon $106 million in RDMS grants provided in 2022, the

state’s largest Rebuild Illinois investment focused on community revitalization.

Projects eligible for RDMS grants must be located in a commercial center or downtown area
and may include, but are not limited to roadways, parking and public way improvements,
investments in parks and venues or plazas for public use, sustainability upgrades, structural

repairs, and mixed-use or transit-oriented development.

Through the RISE Implementation Program, the State is allocating funding toward economic
development projects or initiatives identified in plans produced with support from RISE Local

and Regional Planning grants to accelerate economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Eligible projects may include capital and non-capital projects such as water, sewer, or broadband

infrastructure, investment in affordable housing, local workforce development programming,
retrofitting or renovating facilities and buildings, investment in site readiness for business

development, and tourism promotion programming.

Qualified entities for both programs include EDOs, local units of government and private for-
profit and non-profit businesses.  RDMS projects must be located in a commercial corridor or
downtown area, and RISE projects must be aligned with a RISE Planning grant recovery plan.  

Applicants must demonstrate consistency with applicable local or regional economic
development plans and provide letters of support from elected officials and other community
stakeholders.  Successful applicants will demonstrate that their project will address barriers to

economic growth and/or stimulate economic growth and recovery.  Eligible entities are limited
to one submission.

Through a competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), qualified entities can apply for
grants, with awards ranging from $250,000 to $2 million, with a minimum 25% match required

for local units of government and 50% match for all other applicants.  Applications will be
accepted until July 22, 2024, at 5:00 p.m.
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Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants
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July 15        9:00-11:00 am                   Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
July 16        6:00 pm                              Clay County Bicentennial Meeting                     Clay  County Courthouse
July 17        12:00-1:00 pm                   Hot Dog Lunch Fundraiser                                     Flora Rehab & Healthcare
July 18        1:00- 3:00 pm                   How to Start a Small Business  Class                  Flora Depot - Train Room 
July 19 th-25th                                              CLAY COUNTY FAIR                                             Clay County Fairgrounds
July 19th -21st                        COUNTY LINE SOD BUSTERS - PRARIE DAYS              Bible Grove
July 19        10:00 am - 11:00 am       Mommy & Me Story Hour                                        Flora Public Library
July 20      7:30 am                                Meet the Providers (Clay Co. Hospital)              Common Grounds Coffee  
July 20       8:00 am -12:00 pm        Farmer’s Market                                                            Flora Public Library Park
July 20       9:00 am -1:00 pm           Clay County Cruisers Car Show                            Clay County Fairgrounds  
July 22       9:00-11:00 am                   Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry          1101 Austin Ave, Flora
 July 25      ALL DAY                              Miracle Treat Day                                                         Flora Dairy Queen
July 27       8:00 am -12:00 pm         Farmer’s Market                                                           Flora Public Library Park
July 27       8:00am                                NASA Illinois Tri-State Summer Regional       The Gym
July 29       9:00-11:00 am                    Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry        1101 Austin Ave, Flora
July 29       1:00 pm                                 Ribbon Cutting for Freedom Brokers             829 W North Ave
July 31        1:00pm-5:00pm                Blood Drive                                                                   Clay County Health Dept.

Community Calendar

Date Time Event Location

To add your community event to our  community calendar, please look at our
pinned posts on our Facebook page and comment under that months

community calendar post!
Deadline for all July Newsletter submissions will be Monday June 24th!



Clay County Hospital                    Full Time Nights CNA                                      apply at claycountyhospital.org/jobs
                                                                  Medical Office Assistant (Flora Clinic)      
                                                                 Environmental Services Sanitation Lead - 2nd Shift

Hella                                                     Machine Operator/Assembler                   Apply in person
                                                                Warehouse Worker

NextGen Wireless                       Wireless Zone Consultant                               Apply in person

Tractor Supply                               Team Member                                                     Apply in person

Midtown Packaged Liquors        Shelf Stocker                                                    Apply in person
                                                                                 
Leymone Hardcastle                 Staff Accountant                           Send resumes to P.O. Box 67, Flora, IL 62839              

Blair’s Processing                       PT  Skinning/Butchering Dept.                           Apply in Person

Flora Bank & Trust                       FT Bank Teller                                                     Application available at bank, or   
                                                                                                                                                  send resume to: HR Officer, Flora Bank     
                                                                                                                                             & Trust, 1478 N. Worthy St., Flora, IL 62839
 

     For a complete list of Chamber Members that are hiring, please visit our website at
florachamber.com

Chamber Member - Help Wanted 

Business Description Notes



Thank you for your continued support!

T H E  M E M B E R S  C R E E D

I  B E L O N G  T O  T H E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  B E C A U S E :  I  R E A L I Z E

 I N  U N I T Y  T H E R E  I S  S T R E N G T H ;  I T  I S  T H E  B E S T  M E D I U M  F O R

 S E R V I N G  M Y  C O M M U N I T Y  A S  A  W H O L E ;  I  B E L I E V E  I N  T H E  F U T U R E

 G R O W T H  A N D  P R O G R E S S  O F  M Y  C I T Y ;  I T ’ S  O N L Y  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N

 F O R  M E M B E R S H I P  I S  G O O D  C I T I Z E N S H I P ;  I  W A N T  T O  W O R K  W I T H

 M Y  F E L L O W  T O W N S M E N  F O R  T H E  C O M M O N  I N T E R E S T  O F  A L L ;  I

 W A N T  T O  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H E I R  C O N C E R T E D  P L A N N I N G ,  C O U N S E L ,

 A N D  A C T I O N ;  I T  I S  A  C L E A R I N G  H O U S E  F O R  B U S I N E S S  I N F O R M A T I O N ,

 B U S I N E S S         S E R V I C E ,  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  E F F O R T ;  M E M B E R S H I P

 P A Y S  A  H I G H  R A T E  O F  I N T E R E S T  I N S E R V I C E ,  P E R S O N A L  

C O N T A C T S ,  C O M M U N I T Y  B E T T E R M E N T  A N D  C I V I C  P R I D E ;  

E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  T H E  R E C O R D S  O F  T H E  P A S T  H A V E  C O N C L U S I V E L Y

D E M O N S T R A T E D  I T S  U S E F U L N E S S  A N D  J U S T I F I E D  E X I S T E N C E ,  N O T  

O N L Y  I N  T H I S  C O M M U N I T Y  B U T  I N  P R A C T I C A L L Y  E V E R Y  O T H E R  P A R T  O F

 T H E  W O R L D .

F L O R A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

2 2 3  W .  R A I L R O A D  S T .  

F L O R A ,  I L  6 2 8 3 9

6 1 8 - 6 6 2 - 5 6 4 6  P H O N E / F A X

E M A I L :  

F L O R A C H A M B E R O F C O M M E R C E @ G M A I L . C O M

O F F I C E  H O U R S :  M O N D A Y  T H R O U G H  F R I D A Y

8  A M  T O  5  P M  ( C L O S E D  F O R  L U N C H )

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

P R E S I D E N T :  D O U G  L E A K

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T :  M I C H A E L  G I L L

       T R E A S U R E R :  C H R I S  T H O M P S O N   

D I R E C T O R S

 M A N D Y  H A R G I S ,  J O E  H A R R I S ,  S T E P H E N  S M I T H

B A R B A R A  S C H A F F E R ,  J A S O N  S M I T H

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

A N N A  R O U N D S

       


