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CHAMBER NEWS

Chamber 
Fall Events

Temp hole 6B (down the sledding hill) will be a separate $50 CTP sponsored by Flora Bank & Trust.
All baskets will be located at the short pin position so there should be 8 - 14 ace opportunities depending on
your throwing distance. Ace on temp hole 6B and win both pots! If no aces are hit then a 50/50 CTP contest

will be held after winners are announced.

Choose your division for registration using the following standards for the BEST PLAYER on your team.
There must be at least 3 teams in any division to qualify for a trophy. Registrations will be on the honor

system and will not be checked:
NOVICE - PDGA rating of under 850 with at least 1 rated round in the last year or no PDGA number having

played disc golf regularly for less than 2 years. The NOVICE group will play the White tee pads.
ADVANCED - PDGA rating of 850 or greater with at least 1 rated round in the last year or no PDGA number

having played disc golf regularly for more than 2 years. The ADVANCED group will play the Blue tee pads.
MIXED - The mixed division must consist of two players of different genders. There are no PDGA rating or

disc golf experience limits. The MIXED group will play a mixture of White and Blue.
Tournament Info:

42 holes played - 2 rounds of 21 - - Standard scramble "best disc" rules.
Discs surrounded by water, on or across roads, and on top of buildings will be OB. Exact rules will be available

in the caddy guide that will be emailed the week of the event.
Extra Items On-Site:

Food will be available on-site and an optional meal (pork burger, chips, and drink) will be provided free with
player registration. Non-players can have the same lunch for just $5. Online registrants can choose whether

or not they would like the meal.
FREE Disc Golf Clinic will be held after lunch for anyone interested in learning about the sport. The basics of

throwing and putting will be covered. Practice baskets and discs will be available to use.

5th Annual Amateur Doubles Disc Golf Tournament
The Flora Chamber of Commerce is excited to host their 5th Annual

Amateur Doubles Disc Golf Tournament at the Flora Rotary Disc Golf
Course in Charley Brown Memorial Park in Flora, IL. We would like to

thank all the local businesses who are sponsoring the event as well as the
Flora Rotary Club and the City of Flora for making a very nice course.

Registration Information: This will be a trophy only event with
winners for all three divisions getting a 3d printed trophy. The players

pack and other free event activities will be worth at least the cost of
registration.Each registered player will receive a players pack. The disc

will be from the Chuckin' Aces DGC stock and will be your choice
between 5 different molds and 3 different stamps. The Chamber

stamped drawstring bag will only be available to players who register
more than 2 weeks in advance since we will need time to order and have

them shipped.

Player Pack Contents ($40 value): 1 - Disc from Chuckin' Aces DGC stock - - 1 - Custom stamped
mini - - 1 - Drawstring bag - - 1 - Pork burger, chips, and drink - - Plus automatic entry into the Ace

Pot, Cash CTP, and Long Putt prizes.



PARADE

CHAMBER NEWS

Chamber 
Fall Events

Applications are open for the spooktacular Flora Chamber of Commerce Halloween
Parade! Forms can be found online at: www.florachamber.com, on our Facebook page,

or can be picked up at the Chamber office inside the Flora Depot!

Get ready to haunt downtown Flora on Oct. 26th, 2024 at 7 PM! 
*** Rain Date: October 27th, 2024 at 5:00 PM

Bring your creativity to life and pick your own theme! Whether you're part of a
marching band, creating a spooky float, or donning your most creative costume, there’s

a place for everyone in our Halloween parade!



If you happen to notice that the chamber FB page isn’t getting
your business or organizations posts shared, just drop us an
email or a phone call! Facebook uses complicated algorithms
that can hide many of the posts from our members’ pages that
we have liked, and we don’t want to miss you! Just give us a
holler and we can reset that goofy algorithm so we see your
posts! Thank you!!
                                                          Anna Rounds, Executive Director

We value your input! Our meetings are open for any
Chamber member to attend.    

NEXT BOARD MEETING
October 8th, 2024 in the Depot Train Room

IMPORTANT CHAMBER MEMBER INFO

CHAMBER NEWS

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 3 9

F L O R A C H A M B E R . C O MPH: 618-662-5646

Registration will open Oct. 1st!  Have your displays up by Oct. 16th.

Judging will be Oct. 17-24th.

Winner’s will be announced Oct. 25th!

Winner’s will receive a Chamber Scarecrow Contest Winner yard sign to be placed in their
yard/business from Oct. 28th- Nov. 1st - just in time to show off for Flora’s Tick or Treat

night!

Scarecrow Contest
Start picking out your theme! 

OCTOBER 2024!!

Chamber 
Fall Events



TOURISM NEWS

The Flora Tourism Committee would like to give a big thank you to everyone who attended
Ford Town Fun Fest!  This event would not have been possible without all of the

community support and volunteers we received. It takes an army for an event such as Ford
Town to plan and execute. We are truly humbled on how our little community came

together! The money raised by Ford Town Fun Fest will be put toward the betterment of
our community such as 4th of July fireworks, Christmas lights, decorations, promoting
Tourism in Flora, growing our events, donations to other groups who are having local

activities that support tourism, The Kriskindle market, Santa and Mrs, Clause activities, etc. 
Again, we are proud of our community and we look forward to seeing you all again next

year!



TOURISM NEWS

Did you miss Ford Town? We still have plenty of Commemorative Ford Town Shirts 
(2 designs this year!) as well as  commemorative Ford Town beer tasting glasses available!

2024 Ford Town Shirts - - - $20
Previous years shirts - - - $10 (limited sizes available)

2024 Ford Town Beer Tasting Glasses - - - $5

Available at the Flora Chamber of Commerce office located inside the Flora Depot.

For size availability - please call 618-662-5646



 Grace needs a
 good country home 
where she can run 
and play. She likes
 attention and
 playing but especially
 treats. She is a big dog and 
really needs more room and freedom.

We Need a New Home!

Rainn is a male shepard terrier 
mix  and is 2 yrs old. He is in
 excellent health and is completely 
up to date on shots. Rainn has a wonderful personality and
is good with other pets , kids, and people !

Member News

FUR A GOOD PAWS
104 N STANFORD
FLORA, IL 62839

618-662-PAWS (7297)

To adopt or inquire, 
please contact:

Katie is an 8-10 week old calico kitten.
She is very sweet and friendly and will be 
ready for adoption soon she will be up to
 date on shots spayed and microchipped 
before adoption

This handsome pup is  7 months 
old and needs a home where he can run. He
is outside right now but smart and trainable.
Owner says he’s a mix of bulldog and
retriever. He gets along with other animals
but does think it’s funny to chase cats.
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Member News

We are inviting you to make DQ your
GAME NIGHT or DAY destination!! We
have a variety of games available for you

to use while enjoying our back patio!

In order to ensure we keep our games in
nice shape we will require a $5 deposit or

your ID to hold which will be returned
when you are finished with the game!

Stop by today and start gaming!



Member News



Member News

Probst Auto Body, Inc. has partnered with Blair's
Slaughtering & Processing, Inc in Louisville to bring

their ”Hit a Deer, Win a Cow” promo to Clay
County!     

Hitting a deer is pretty inconvenient, costly, and
stressful, but Probst Auto Body will walk you

through the process and get you and your car back
on the road in no time!

CEFS will be holding a Zoom forum to discuss
public transportation updates as well as the

needs and issues in Clay County. 

All businesses and organizations in Clay County
are welcome to attend.  If interested, reach out

to Nathan Nichols at 217-994-0723, or if
interested in the link, reach out to the Chamber
office at 618-662-5646, and we will be happy to

email you over the link to join the Zoom call.



Member News

6-8 pm



Member News



Unlock Your Business Potential!

Calling all entrepreneurs! Embark on a journey of innovation and growth through the Southern Illinois
2024 Business Plan Competition powered by Regions Bank. Craft a comprehensive business plan and
deliver a compelling 90-second pitch to seize the chance to win a portion of over $20,000 in prize
money and valuable in-kind services that will propel your business forward. 

Competitors are required to attend and complete three mandatory workshops (in Carbondale, Marion,
Mt. Vernon, or Robinson) held during the following weeks:

• The Business Plan - Week of September 30th.
• The Business Financials - Week of October 14th.
• The Pitch - Week of October 28th.
• Local Competitions - Week of November 14th.
• Regional Competition - November 21th.
• Award Ceremony - December 5th.
Applicants must meet the following criteria to participate:

• Be a start-up or existing for-profit small business, focused on innovative ideas, products, or services.
Pre-venture entrepreneurs may also enter.
• Submit new ideas or expansion opportunities that are not current business operations.
• Have a business located in one or more of the following Southern Illinois counties: Alexander, Clay,
Crawford, Edwards, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Johnson,
Lawrence, Marion, Massac, Perry, Pope, Pulaski, Randolph, Richland, Saline, Union, Wabash, Wayne,
White, or Williamson.
• Not be a public governmental entity, nonprofit organization, public/private school, or
university/college.

For more information: Contact our office by calling (618)-536-2424 

Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants



Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants

8-4 pm!

Equal Pay Act Salary Transparency

An amendment to the Equal Pay Act of 2003, which requires employers with 15 or more employees to
include a pay scale and benefits for a position in any job posting, takes effect January 1, 2025. The goal of
the legislation is to provide greater transparency to workers in the hiring process by providing them with
more information about wages, salary and benefits. When violations of the law are reported to IDOL, the
Department will contact the employer and provide a date by which the job posting, if still active, must be
fixed. Failure to correct a posting will result in penalties.

Annual Prevailing Wage Rates Survey

Each year in June, IDOL surveys the wage rates for each craft and trade in every county. IDOL then
establishes and posts the updated prevailing wage rates, by construction trade, for each county in July. By
requiring that local prevailing wages are paid on public works construction and infrastructure projects, the
Illinois Prevailing Wage Act helps ensure that Illinois' tax dollars are reinvested back into Illinois' workforce
and spent in Illinois' economy.

News from the Illinois Department of Labor



Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants
LIVE2LEAD is an annual, globally recognized
leadership conference designed to inspire, educate,
and empower leaders across various industries. Now
in its 11th year, this event brings world-class
leadership insights directly to local communities
through a unique rebroadcast format.

Key Features: 
World-Class Speakers: Learn from renowned
thought leaders including John C. Maxwell,
Malcolm Gladwell, Michael Jr, Chaunte Lowe,
Chris Robinson, Jason Wyatt, Jon Gordon, Valerie
Burton, and Brandon Dawson.
Global Reach, Local Impact: Part of a movement
uniting leaders across 300+ locations worldwide,
bringing global insights to the heartland.
Cross-Industry Networking: Connect with leaders
from diverse sectors including healthcare,
education, real estate, hospitality, and financial
services.
Practical Leadership Tools: Gain strategies and
insights that can be immediately implemented in
your organization.
Regional Focus: Tailored to address leadership
challenges specific to the Midwest business
landscape.

Benefits for Attendees
Fresh perspectives on leadership principles

Innovative approaches to talent retention in
competitive markets

Strategies for driving organizational change and
growth
Inspiration to elevate personal leadership skills
and expand influence
Opportunity to build valuable professional
relationships

Who Should Attend

Business owners and entrepreneurs
Corporate executives and managers
HR professionals
Emerging leaders
Anyone looking to enhance their leadership
capabilities and drive organizational success

Event Details
Date: October 16th

Time: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Location: Effingham Event Center,

Effingham, IL (Central Illinois)

This conference offers a unique opportunity to invest
in personal and professional development, connect
with like-minded leaders, and gain insights that can

transform your approach to leadership.



October 3                   6:00 pm                       Village of Louisville Monthly Mtng.                     Louisville Twsp. Bldg.  
October 4                  ALL DAY                        Village of Xenia Town Wide Yard Sales           Xenia
October 5          9:00-12:00 pm           Community Recycling Event                              Old Clay Medical Parking Lot
October 5                   8:00 am- 3:00 pm   Fall Book Sale                                                                 Flora Public Library  
October 5                  7:00 am - 10:00 am  Benefit Breakfast: Legion                                       CC/SS American Legion   
October 6                  10:30 am                      Iola Community Fall Cookout                               Iola Missionary Baptist 
October 6                  1:00 pm                        Gym Bob’s Jamboree                                                Gym Bob’s - Bible Grove
October 7                  9:00 am-11:00 am    Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
 October 7                 7:00 pm                        Village of Sailor Springs Monthly Mtng.           SS Village Office
October 7                 6:30 pm                         Village of Iola Monthly Mtng.                                Iola Village Hall
October 8                  6:00 pm                        Larkinsburg Township Monthly Mtng.            Iola Village Hall
October 8                  6:00 pm                        Village of Xenia Monthly Mtng.                             Xenia Village Hall
October 8                  6:00 pm                        Clay Co. Board Monthly Mtng.                              Clay Co. Courthouse
October 9                 6:00 pm                         FHS Homecoming Parade                                    Downtown Flora
October 10               10:00 am                       Alzheimer’s Caregiver Meeting                             Clay Co. Health Dept.
October 11                 6:30 pm                         CCGS Presents: Veterans Music Box                 North Clay Commons
October 12                9:00 am                          Chamber Amateur Doubles Disc Golf Tourn.    Charley Brown Park
October 12                10:00 am - 2:00 pm Benefit Cookout: North Harter Christian Church    Country Closet 
October 14               9:00 am-11:00 am    Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora     
October 15               2:00 pm - 3:00 pm       Seasoned Circle                                                             Clay County Hospital
October 15               4:00 pm                       Explorer - a - Truck                                                       Christ’s Church
October 17               8:00 am - 4:00 pm   Employers Workshop                                           Noble - Terry Bruce Center
October 19                9:00 am                        Farmer’s Market                                                         Flora Tractor Supply
October 21               9:00 am-11:00 am    Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
October 24              3:30 pm                          Trick - or - Treat Street Seuss-ibraton!               Charley Brown Park
October 26               7:00 pm                         Flora Chamber Annual Halloween Parade    Downtown Flora
October 28              9:00 am-11:00 am    Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
October 31               6:00 pm - 8:00 pm   Trunk or Treat                                                                 Christ’s Church
October 31               6:00 pm - 8:00 pm  Trick or Treat                                                                     Heritage Woods
October 31               6:00 pm - 8:00 pm   CITY OF FLORA TRICK OR TREAT NIGHT                 FLORA

Community Calendar
Date Time Event Location

To add your community event to our  community calendar, please look at our
pinned posts on our Facebook page and comment under that months

community calendar post!
Deadline for all November Newsletter submissions will be Monday Oct. 21st!



Chamber Member - Help Wanted 



Thank you for your continued support!

T H E  M E M B E R S  C R E E D

I  B E L O N G  T O  T H E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  B E C A U S E :  I  R E A L I Z E

 I N  U N I T Y  T H E R E  I S  S T R E N G T H ;  I T  I S  T H E  B E S T  M E D I U M  F O R

 S E R V I N G  M Y  C O M M U N I T Y  A S  A  W H O L E ;  I  B E L I E V E  I N  T H E  F U T U R E

 G R O W T H  A N D  P R O G R E S S  O F  M Y  C I T Y ;  I T ’ S  O N L Y  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N

 F O R  M E M B E R S H I P  I S  G O O D  C I T I Z E N S H I P ;  I  W A N T  T O  W O R K  W I T H

 M Y  F E L L O W  T O W N S M E N  F O R  T H E  C O M M O N  I N T E R E S T  O F  A L L ;  I

 W A N T  T O  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H E I R  C O N C E R T E D  P L A N N I N G ,  C O U N S E L ,

 A N D  A C T I O N ;  I T  I S  A  C L E A R I N G  H O U S E  F O R  B U S I N E S S  I N F O R M A T I O N ,

 B U S I N E S S         S E R V I C E ,  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  E F F O R T ;  M E M B E R S H I P

 P A Y S  A  H I G H  R A T E  O F  I N T E R E S T  I N S E R V I C E ,  P E R S O N A L  

C O N T A C T S ,  C O M M U N I T Y  B E T T E R M E N T  A N D  C I V I C  P R I D E ;  

E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  T H E  R E C O R D S  O F  T H E  P A S T  H A V E  C O N C L U S I V E L Y

D E M O N S T R A T E D  I T S  U S E F U L N E S S  A N D  J U S T I F I E D  E X I S T E N C E ,  N O T  

O N L Y  I N  T H I S  C O M M U N I T Y  B U T  I N  P R A C T I C A L L Y  E V E R Y  O T H E R  P A R T  O F

 T H E  W O R L D .

F L O R A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

2 2 3  W .  R A I L R O A D  S T .  

F L O R A ,  I L  6 2 8 3 9

6 1 8 - 6 6 2 - 5 6 4 6  P H O N E / F A X

E M A I L :  

F L O R A C H A M B E R O F C O M M E R C E @ G M A I L . C O M

O F F I C E  H O U R S :  M O N D A Y  T H R O U G H  F R I D A Y

8  A M  T O  5  P M  ( C L O S E D  F O R  L U N C H )

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

P R E S I D E N T :  D O U G  L E A K

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T :  M I C H A E L  G I L L

       T R E A S U R E R :  C H R I S  T H O M P S O N   

D I R E C T O R S

 M A N D Y  H A R G I S ,  J O E  H A R R I S ,  S T E P H E N  S M I T H

B A R B A R A  S C H A F E R ,  J A S O N  S M I T H

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

A N N A  R O U N D S

       


