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CHAMBER NEWS

Chamber 
Disc Golf

Advance Winners
1st Place- Birdie Bros

2nd Place- Big Nate’s Towing Service

Mixed Winners
1st Place- BLT

2nd Place-Gillbillies

Novice Winners
1st Place - Treesmack
2nd Place - Buzz Saw



PARADE

CHAMBER NEWS

1st Place: ACT Tire & Auto
2nd Place: Das*zle Dance & Tumble

3rd Place: Clay County Farm Bureau 
Young Leaders



CHAMBER NEWS

Moonlight
Madness

It was a beautiful night to kick
off the holiday season in Flora

for this year’s
Moonlight Madness! Thank you

to everyone that came out to
support our small businesses in
Flora and THANK YOU to all
the wonderful business that

participated! 



If you happen to notice that the chamber FB page isn’t getting
your business or organizations posts shared, just drop us an
email or a phone call! Facebook uses complicated algorithms
that can hide many of the posts from our members’ pages that
we have liked, and we don’t want to miss you! Just give us a
holler and we can reset that goofy algorithm so we see your
posts! Thank you!!
                                                          Anna Rounds, Executive Director

We value your input! Our meetings are open for any
Chamber member to attend.    

NEXT BOARD MEETING
December 10th, 2024 in the Depot Train Room

IMPORTANT CHAMBER MEMBER INFO

CHAMBER NEWS

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 3 9

F L O R A C H A M B E R . C O MPH: 618-662-5646

Scarecrow Contest
Congrats winners!!

People’s Choice 
 Rosewood Estates

Mayor’s Choice 
WNOI / Clay Co. Country



TOURISM NEWS



 Grace needs a
 good country home 
where she can run 
and play. She likes
 attention and
 playing but especially
 treats. She is a big dog and 
really needs more room and freedom.

We Need a New Home!

Rainn is a male shepard terrier 
mix  and is 2 yrs old. He is in
 excellent health and is completely 
up to date on shots. Rainn has a wonderful personality and
is good with other pets , kids, and people !

Member News

FUR A GOOD PAWS
104 N STANFORD
FLORA, IL 62839

618-662-PAWS (7297)

To adopt or inquire, 
please contact:

Katie is an 8-10 week old calico kitten.
She is very sweet and friendly and will be 
ready for adoption soon she will be up to
 date on shots spayed and microchipped 
before adoption

This handsome pup is  7 months 
old and needs a home where he can run. He
is outside right now but smart and trainable.
Owner says he’s a mix of bulldog and
retriever. He gets along with other animals
but does think it’s funny to chase cats.
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Member News

Flora Veteran’s Day
 Parade & Program



Member News

We are inviting you to make DQ your
GAME NIGHT or DAY destination!! We
have a variety of games available for you

to use while enjoying our back patio!

In order to ensure we keep our games in
nice shape we will require a $5 deposit or

your ID to hold which will be returned
when you are finished with the game!

Stop by today and start gaming!



Member News



Member News

Probst Auto Body, Inc. has partnered with
Blair's Slaughtering & Processing, Inc in

Louisville to bring their ”Hit a Deer, Win a
Cow” promo to Clay County!     

Hitting a deer is pretty inconvenient, costly,
and stressful, but Probst Auto Body will walk

you through the process and get you and
your car back on the road in no time!
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Member News

Flora Rehabilitation and Health Care Center will
be hosting their 2nd Annual Thanksgiving Pie

Fundraiser. Choose from Apple, Pecan, or
Pumpkin pie! Place your order by calling 

618-662-8381 and ask for Arriel by November
22nd.  On November 27th from 3-5pm, you can

swing by and pick up your pie, just in time for
your Thanksgiving meal! Pies are $15 each and all
proceeds go towards the activities department for

the residents of Flora Rehabilitation and Care
Center. 



Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants

Equal Pay Act Salary Transparency

An amendment to the Equal Pay Act of 2003, which requires employers with 15 or more employees to
include a pay scale and benefits for a position in any job posting, takes effect January 1, 2025. The goal of
the legislation is to provide greater transparency to workers in the hiring process by providing them with
more information about wages, salary and benefits. When violations of the law are reported to IDOL, the
Department will contact the employer and provide a date by which the job posting, if still active, must be
fixed. Failure to correct a posting will result in penalties.

Annual Prevailing Wage Rates Survey

Each year in June, IDOL surveys the wage rates for each craft and trade in every county. IDOL then
establishes and posts the updated prevailing wage rates, by construction trade, for each county in July. By
requiring that local prevailing wages are paid on public works construction and infrastructure projects, the
Illinois Prevailing Wage Act helps ensure that Illinois' tax dollars are reinvested back into Illinois' workforce
and spent in Illinois' economy.

News from the Illinois Department of Labor

New Starting in December - the Chamber will be offering to our
members, webinars from SCORE St. Louis. SCORE provides

valuable expertise and educational services to anyone looking
to start or grow a business. These webinars will be streamed

from the meeting room at the Chamber office, and are free for
all members to attend. For more information, please call the

Chamber office at 618-662-5646.

Dec. 3  12:00pm  How to Find & Reach Your Customers on LinkedIn

Dec. 4  12:00pm  Holiday on a Budget

Dec. 5  12:00pm  8 Steps to Increased Exposure on Google for your
Business

Dec. 17  12:00pm  Power Your Business Using Email Marketing 

Jan. 9  1:00pm  Facebook Success (Setup, Marketing, & Storytelling)



Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants

Round 2 of New Stores in Food Deserts Program will offer competitive grants to improve access to
fresh food within food deserts by providing funding to establish grocery stores. The Illinois Grocery
Initiative New Stores in Food Deserts program, authorized by Public Act 103-0561, is intended to
address the challenge of food deserts.

Food deserts are census tracts meeting specific criteria related to poverty standards, population
density, and limited fresh food accessibility. This program aims to combat food insecurity by offering
competitive grants to support the establishment of new grocery stores in these areas by reimbursing
successful applicants for eligible capital and non-capital costs. In Round 2 of this program, $11 million is
available to fund these grants. 

Awards can range between $150K to $2.4M, with a 1:3 match requirement from businesses.
Requirements for grocery locations include:

 Must be or will be best classified as a supermarket or other grocery retailer in the 2022 North
American Industry Classification System under code 445110, a meat retailer under code 44524, a
fruit and vegetable retailer under code 44523, or a fish and seafood retailer under 44525.
 Must be located in a food desert census tract (as defined in the NOFO),
 Must earn less than 30% of revenue from alcohol and tobacco sales,
 Must accept SNAP and WIC, and
 Must contribute to diversity of fresh foods available in community.

Qualified entities include units of local government and independent grocers or cooperatives with
fewer than 500 employees and no more than four grocery locations. New Stores in Food Deserts grants
will fund construction and renovation costs for new stores, as well as many first-year operations costs,
such as employee wages, utility costs, initial inventory of food, and more. DCEO has contracted with
Western Illinois University (WIU) and Chicago State University (CSU) to provide technical assistance
services for Illinois Grocery Initiative applicants and grantees. Applicants desiring assistance in
preparing applications may contact these institutions directly. Their contact information is listed in the
NOFO. 

To view the competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) and apply for the grant, please visit the
DCEO website www.dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3295-2911. 

Application deadline December 2, 2024.

Illinois Grocery Initiative – 
New Stores in Food Deserts Rd 2 Grant



November 14              6:00 pm                          Village of Louisville Monthly Mtng.                     Louisville City Hall
November 14               10:00 am                        Alzheimer’s Caregiver Meeting                             Clay Co. Health Dept.
November 16              9:00 am - 3:00 pm     Fall into Christmas (Xenia)                                        Village of Xenia
November 16              11:00 am - 1:00 pm      Turkey Dinner                                                                 Flora 1st Methodist 
November 17              10:00 am - 2:00 pm    Flora Legion Riders Chili Cook-out                      Flora Walmart
November 18              6:30 pm                           Blair Township Monthly Mtng.                              Blair Township Hall
November 18               9:00 am-11:00 am      Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
November 19              2:00 pm - 3:00 pm     Seasoned Circle                                                             Clay County Hospital
November 23             8:00 am - Close            Tax Free Day                                                                   Harr’s Ace Hardware
November 24             6:00 pm                           Thanksgiving Service                                          Comm. of Christ Church
November 24             1:00 pm - 3:00 pm       Frank & Bright Holiday Remembrance           Flora Depot 
November 25              9:00 am-11:00 am       Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
November 26             5:00 pm - 6:00 pm      Weight Loss & Healthy Lifestyle Class              Clay Co. Hospital 
November 26             6:00 pm - 7:00 pm      Clay County Bicentennial Meeting                   Clay Co. Courthouse

Community Calendar
Date Time Event Location

To add your community event to our  community calendar, please look at our
pinned posts on our Facebook page and comment under that months

community calendar post!
Deadline for all December Newsletter submissions will be Monday Nov. 25th!

I s  i t  y o u r  t u r n  t o  h o s t  T h a n k s g i v i n g  o r  C h r i s t m a s  d i n n e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  j u s t
d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  r o o m  t o  f i t  e v e r y o n e ?  T h e  F l o r a  D e p o t  h a s  y o u  c o v e r e d !  O u r

u p s t a i r s  c o m m u n i t y  r o o m  o f f e r s  e n o u g h  t a b l e s  a n d  c h a i r s  t o  c o m f o r t a b l y  s e a t
1 2 5  p e o p l e !   H a v e  s o m e  e l d e r l y  r e l a t i v e s  -  d o n ' t  w o r r y !  T o  g e t  t o  o u r  2 n d  f l o o r ,

w e  h a v e  a  c o n v e n i e n t  e l e v a t o r  t o  u s e  -  a n d  h a n d i c a p  a c c e s s i b l e  b a t h r o o m s !

C a l l  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f f i c e  a t  6 1 8 - 6 6 2 - 5 6 4 6  t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  d a t e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d
p r i c i n g !



Chamber Member - Help Wanted 



Thank you for your continued support!

T H E  M E M B E R S  C R E E D

I  B E L O N G  T O  T H E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  B E C A U S E :  I  R E A L I Z E

 I N  U N I T Y  T H E R E  I S  S T R E N G T H ;  I T  I S  T H E  B E S T  M E D I U M  F O R

 S E R V I N G  M Y  C O M M U N I T Y  A S  A  W H O L E ;  I  B E L I E V E  I N  T H E  F U T U R E

 G R O W T H  A N D  P R O G R E S S  O F  M Y  C I T Y ;  I T ’ S  O N L Y  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N

 F O R  M E M B E R S H I P  I S  G O O D  C I T I Z E N S H I P ;  I  W A N T  T O  W O R K  W I T H

 M Y  F E L L O W  T O W N S M E N  F O R  T H E  C O M M O N  I N T E R E S T  O F  A L L ;  I

 W A N T  T O  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H E I R  C O N C E R T E D  P L A N N I N G ,  C O U N S E L ,

 A N D  A C T I O N ;  I T  I S  A  C L E A R I N G  H O U S E  F O R  B U S I N E S S  I N F O R M A T I O N ,

 B U S I N E S S         S E R V I C E ,  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  E F F O R T ;  M E M B E R S H I P

 P A Y S  A  H I G H  R A T E  O F  I N T E R E S T  I N S E R V I C E ,  P E R S O N A L  

C O N T A C T S ,  C O M M U N I T Y  B E T T E R M E N T  A N D  C I V I C  P R I D E ;  

E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  T H E  R E C O R D S  O F  T H E  P A S T  H A V E  C O N C L U S I V E L Y

D E M O N S T R A T E D  I T S  U S E F U L N E S S  A N D  J U S T I F I E D  E X I S T E N C E ,  N O T  

O N L Y  I N  T H I S  C O M M U N I T Y  B U T  I N  P R A C T I C A L L Y  E V E R Y  O T H E R  P A R T  O F

 T H E  W O R L D .

F L O R A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

2 2 3  W .  R A I L R O A D  S T .  

F L O R A ,  I L  6 2 8 3 9

6 1 8 - 6 6 2 - 5 6 4 6  P H O N E / F A X

E M A I L :  

F L O R A C H A M B E R O F C O M M E R C E @ G M A I L . C O M

O F F I C E  H O U R S :  M O N D A Y  T H R O U G H  F R I D A Y

8  A M  T O  5  P M  ( C L O S E D  F O R  L U N C H )

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

P R E S I D E N T :  D O U G  L E A K

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T :  M I C H A E L  G I L L

       T R E A S U R E R :  C H R I S  T H O M P S O N   

D I R E C T O R S

 M A N D Y  H A R G I S ,  J O E  H A R R I S ,  S T E P H E N  S M I T H

B A R B A R A  S C H A F E R ,  J A S O N  S M I T H

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

A N N A  R O U N D S

       


