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CHAMBER NEWS

Moonlight
Madness

It was a beautiful night to kick
off the holiday season in Flora

for this year’s
Moonlight Madness! Thank you

to everyone that came out to
support our small businesses in
Flora and THANK YOU to all
the wonderful business that

participated! 



‘Twas the week before Christmas, and all through the town
Chamber Members were bustling, up aisles and down.
Gifts were hung in the windows, all with great care,

In hopes the community, would Shop Local there.
The merchants were busy - no time for their beds,

Visions of happy customers, danced in their heads.
When out on the street, there arose such a clatter.

We sprang from our office, to see what was the matter.
Away to the windows, we flew like a flash, 

Tore open the shutters, and threw up the sash.
When what to our wandering eyes should appear?
Our community growing, and thriving each year.
We spoke not a word, but went back to our work,
Planning, promoting, and putting members first.

From the Flora  Chamber of Commerce,
May your Christmas be Merry;

Happy Holiday's to you!

Twas the Week Before Christmas, 
Flora Chamber of Commerce Edition

Merry Christmas
W I S H I N G  Y O U  A  

F R O M  Y O U R  

C H A M B E R  S T A F F  &  D I R E C T O R S

Doug Leak Chris Thompson
Anna Rounds

Jason Smith

Michael Gill
Joe Harris Mandy Hargis Stephen Smith

Barbara Schafer



If you happen to notice that the chamber FB page isn’t getting
your business or organizations posts shared, just drop us an
email or a phone call! Facebook uses complicated algorithms
that can hide many of the posts from our members’ pages that
we have liked, and we don’t want to miss you! Just give us a
holler and we can reset that goofy algorithm so we see your
posts! Thank you!!
                                                          Anna Rounds, Executive Director

We value your input! Our meetings are open for any
Chamber member to attend.    

NEXT BOARD MEETING
December 10th, 2024 in the Depot Train Room

IMPORTANT CHAMBER MEMBER INFO

CHAMBER NEWS

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 3 9

F L O R A C H A M B E R . C O MPH: 618-662-5646

Only a few days left to submit your nominations!

Forms can be found pinned to the top of our Facebook page, on our
website on the calendar (Jan. 25th), or paper copies can be sent by

email or picked up at the office!



TOURISM NEWS



 Grace needs a
 good country home 
where she can run 
and play. She likes
 attention and
 playing but especially
 treats. She is a big dog and 
really needs more room and freedom.

We Need a New Home!

Rainn is a male shepard terrier 
mix  and is 2 yrs old. He is in
 excellent health and is completely 
up to date on shots. Rainn has a wonderful personality and
is good with other pets , kids, and people !

Member News

FUR A GOOD PAWS
104 N STANFORD
FLORA, IL 62839

618-662-PAWS (7297)

To adopt or inquire, 
please contact:

Katie is an 8-10 week old calico kitten.
She is very sweet and friendly and will be 
ready for adoption soon she will be up to
 date on shots spayed and microchipped 
before adoption

This handsome pup is  7 months 
old and needs a home where he can run. He
is outside right now but smart and trainable.
Owner says he’s a mix of bulldog and
retriever. He gets along with other animals
but does think it’s funny to chase cats.



Member News

Come give blood Dec. 9 to 15 for $15 e-gift card as our gift to you. 

Come give Dec. 16 thru Jan. 3 for a NEW long sleeved Red Cross T shirt!

December
 12th

12:00pm to
5:00pm

Flora Church
of the

Nazarene Gym

December
 23rd

1:00pm to
5:00pm

Clay County
Health Dept.
Conference

Room

December
 31st

10:00am to
2:00pm

Xenia Village
Hall



Member News

Don’t wait—book your holiday
pet care now!

Whether your Christmas plans
include traveling, preparing a

feast, or other festive fun,
make sure your pet gets in on

the excitement too with a
loving Big T sitter. They’d love
to take your pet on a walk, give

some extra snuggles, or feed
them while you’re out and

about.

Christmas is right around the
corner! Do you have enough

room for everyone? Stop in to
 It’s Almost Home New Furniture
and pick out your new sectional

or diningroom table today!

Open 7 days a week!



Member News

Take a stroll through Bethlehem when
Christ was born. Mary, Joseph & baby Jesus

will be outside in the manger, Roman guards
will let you enter the city as you pay your

taxes and enter through the gates, our guides
will take you down the streets of Bethlehem

to 11 different shops where you will hear
their stories. At the end, you will find an

experience station with craft activities for the
children along with refreshments & treat

bags for everyone. This is for all ages, young
and old. We've made some changes in this
year's event to help it flow better. Mark your

calendars now for Sat., 12/7 & Sun., 12/8,
beginning at 6pm both evenings. No

admission charge.

Needing a caterer for an
upcoming Christmas party?
Call Magical Moments! Mary
and Madge will create a feast
to fit your needs! Perfect for

work Christmas parties,
reunions, and family

gatherings this holiday
season!



Member News



Member News

Clay County Hospital and staff members Laurel
Mason and Kamy Vail are deeply devoted to their
extraordinary work surrounding Diabetes Self
Management Education. They recently were
nominated for the Illinois Critical Access Hospital
Network Impact Award. This award focuses on
projects that have found a creative way to
motivate and inspire staff, initiate a new
approach to improve patient care, implement a
new process flow or life-safety improvement,
strengthen the health of your community, or
improve the well-being of staff or patients. Clay
County Hospital is proud to announce that due to
Laurel and Kamy’s dedication to strengthening the
health of our community, they were the recipients
of the Impact Award for 2024. As recipients of the
Impact Award, they were hosted at the annual
Illinois Critical Access Hospital Network
conference on Nov. 14, 2024.

Laurel and Kamy applied for, and received, a Lifestyle
Coach Assistance Grant that focuses on supporting
the existing National Diabetes Prevention Program
(DPP) and Diabetes Self-Management Education
(DSME). This program focuses on improving awareness
of the program, access to and appropriateness of
classes, ease of enrollment, and relevant participant
support while addressing barriers to accessing the
appropriate care and addressing social disparities.
This program was developed by the Illinois
Department of Public Health, and Clay County
Hospital Diabetes Education Department entered into
an agreement with them in March 2024.

This program has assisted the Diabetes Education
Department to hold additional DPP cohorts, train an
additional lifestyle coach, and promote the program
in the community. The closest program is between 65-
125 miles away from Clay County Hospital. This
program is one of only two current Medicare
approved suppliers for the national diabetes
prevention program. Laurel and Kamy have worked
with the Illinois Public Health Institute to specifically
promote the DPP and DSME for Medicaid patients.

With the grant funding, Laurel and Kamy have been
able to purchase gas vouchers to help reduce
transportation costs that prevent patients from
attending programs, purchase fresh fruit and 
vegetable vouchers to assist whose patients who do
not have the financial ability to afford healthy foods,
purchase glucometers for patients who cannot afford
them, sponsor the first Clay County Hospital free
produce giveaway for the community, sponsor free
diabetes/prediabetes screening events with free
point of care hemoglobin A1C tests, purchase
materials for training those with diabetes in
subsequent languages, offer assistance to those
patients who may not be able to access their
diabetes care due to lack of childcare or
spousal/family care, and enhance the free monthly
diabetes support groups by purchasing diabetes
curriculum for support and education.

Clay County Hospital would like to thank Laurel Mason
and Kamy Vail for their deep devotion and support to
improving the health of our patients and community.

                       Congratulations on a job well done!



Member News

FLORA, ILLINOIS, NOVEMBER 25, 2024 – As part of National Rural Health Day, Clay County
Hospital today announced it has earned a 2024 Performance Leadership Award for
excellence in Quality. Compiled by The Chartis Center for Rural Health, the Performance
Leadership Awards recognize top quartile performance (i.e., 75th percentile or above)
among rural hospitals in Quality, Outcomes and/or Patient Perspective.

Clay County Hospital congratulates the quality team: Melissa Storck, Chief of Quality;
Charlotte Cooper, Manager of Data Analysis and EVS; Roni Mason, Clinical Informatics RN
and Jennifer Woolever, Quality Improvement RN on this accomplishment which supports the
goals of CCH to be the model among rural healthcare delivery organizations. 

The Performance Leadership Awards are based on the results of the Chartis Rural Hospital
Performance INDEX®, a comprehensive and objective framework for assessing how rural
hospitals are performing. INDEX benchmarks are relied upon by rural hospitals, health
systems with rural footprints, hospital associations, and state offices of rural health to
measure performance across multiple areas impacting hospital operations and finance.

For more details about the Chartis Rural Hospital Performance INDEX, contact Billy Balfour
at wbalfour@chartis.com.

Media Inquiries:
Amy Allen

Marketing Specialist
Clay County Hospital, Flora, IL

(618) 508-2048
www claycountyhospital org

Clay County Hospital Earns 2024 Performance
Leadership Award from 

The Chartis Center for Rural Health



Member News

Probst Auto Body, Inc. has partnered with
Blair's Slaughtering & Processing, Inc in

Louisville to bring their ”Hit a Deer, Win a
Cow” promo to Clay County!     

Hitting a deer is pretty inconvenient, costly,
and stressful, but Probst Auto Body will walk

you through the process and get you and
your car back on the road in no time!
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Member News

Giving Tuesday encourages us to give back in
any way that we can. We pay to wear denim
on Friday's and just knew that we had to help
spread some holiday cheer for local families.
Our Giving Tuesday donation to Shop With A
Cop is about more than money. We can't wait

to see the lasting memory this program
provides for a special child or young adult this

year!



Member News



Member News



Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants

New Starting in December - the Chamber will be offering to our
members, webinars from SCORE St. Louis. SCORE provides

valuable expertise and educational services to anyone looking
to start or grow a business. These webinars will be streamed

from the meeting room at the Chamber office, and are free for
all members to attend. For more information, please call the

Chamber office at 618-662-5646.

Dec. 5  12:00 pm  8 Steps to Increased Exposure on Google for your Business

Dec. 7  9:30 am  How to Start & Manage Your Own Business

Dec. 11  1:00 pm  How to Create a Marketing Plan

Dec. 12  8:30 am  QuickBooks: How & When to Use Manual Journal Entries
Dec. 12  1:00 pm  Solopreneurship 101

Dec. 13  12:00 pm  Increase Your Sales with Google Tools

Dec. 16  12:00 pm  Digital Marketing Basics

Dec. 17  12:00 pm  Power Your Business Using Email Marketing 

Jan. 9  1:00 pm  Facebook Success (Setup, Marketing, & Storytelling)

Equal Pay Act Salary Transparency

An amendment to the Equal Pay Act of 2003, which requires employers with 15 or more employees to
include a pay scale and benefits for a position in any job posting, takes effect January 1, 2025. The goal of
the legislation is to provide greater transparency to workers in the hiring process by providing them with
more information about wages, salary and benefits. When violations of the law are reported to IDOL, the
Department will contact the employer and provide a date by which the job posting, if still active, must be
fixed. Failure to correct a posting will result in penalties.

News from the Illinois Department of Labor



December 4             9:00 am - 4:00 pm      Touch of Mist Craft Sale                                              Clay County Hospital
December 6             6:00 pm - 8:00 pm     Santa Visit                                                                           Santa House (LP)
December 7              1:00 pm                            Children’s Christmas Party w/ Santa                    Flora Public Library
December 7              6:00 pm                           The Bokeh Big Band Concert                          New Beginnings Church
December 7              7:00 pm                           Christmas Toy School at the North Pole!           Nostalgia Theater
December 7             6:00 pm - 8:00 pm     Santa Visit                                                                           Santa House (LP)
December 8              3:00 pm                           Christmas Toy School at the North Pole!           Nostalgia Theater
December 8             2:00 pm                   A Very Brush Creek Christmas Concert     Community of Christ Church
December 9              9:00 am-11:00 am      Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
December 11              9:00 am - 4:00 pm      Chocolate Sale                                                               Clay County Hospital
December 12             9:00 am - 4:00 pm      Chocolate Sale                                                               Clay County Hospital
December 12             10:00 am                          Alzheimer’s Caregiver Meeting                             Clay Co. Health Dept.
December 13             1:00 pm                             Mommy & Me                                                                 Flora Public Library
December 13             5:00 pm - 9:00 pm      Flora Tourism Kriskindle Market                           Library Park Area
December 14             8:00 am - 9:00 pm     Flora Tourism Kriskindle Market                           Library Park Area
December 15             1:00 pm - 5:00 pm       Ice Rink                                                                               Library Parking Lot
December 16             9:00 am-11:00 am      Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
December 17             2:00 pm - 3:00 pm      Seasoned Circle                                                             Clay County Hospital
December 20            6:00 pm - 8:00 pm     Santa Visit                                                                           Santa House (LP)
December 21             6:00 pm - 8:00 pm     Santa Visit                                                                           Santa House (LP)
December 23            9:00 am-11:00 am      Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora
December 30           9:00 am-11:00 am      Clay Co. Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry         1101 Austin Ave, Flora  
December 31             9:00 pm - 12:00 am     New Year’s Bash w/ American Pie!                      Nostalgia Theater

Community Calendar
Date Time Event Location

To add your community event to our  community calendar, please look at our
pinned posts on our Facebook page and comment under that months

community calendar post!
Deadline for all January Newsletter submissions will be Monday Dec. 27th!



Chamber Member - Help Wanted 

 Servers
Needed!

Apply within.

The Outpost 
107 E. North Ave



Thank you for your continued support!

T H E  M E M B E R S  C R E E D

I  B E L O N G  T O  T H E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  B E C A U S E :  I  R E A L I Z E

 I N  U N I T Y  T H E R E  I S  S T R E N G T H ;  I T  I S  T H E  B E S T  M E D I U M  F O R

 S E R V I N G  M Y  C O M M U N I T Y  A S  A  W H O L E ;  I  B E L I E V E  I N  T H E  F U T U R E

 G R O W T H  A N D  P R O G R E S S  O F  M Y  C I T Y ;  I T ’ S  O N L Y  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N

 F O R  M E M B E R S H I P  I S  G O O D  C I T I Z E N S H I P ;  I  W A N T  T O  W O R K  W I T H

 M Y  F E L L O W  T O W N S M E N  F O R  T H E  C O M M O N  I N T E R E S T  O F  A L L ;  I

 W A N T  T O  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H E I R  C O N C E R T E D  P L A N N I N G ,  C O U N S E L ,

 A N D  A C T I O N ;  I T  I S  A  C L E A R I N G  H O U S E  F O R  B U S I N E S S  I N F O R M A T I O N ,

 B U S I N E S S         S E R V I C E ,  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  E F F O R T ;  M E M B E R S H I P

 P A Y S  A  H I G H  R A T E  O F  I N T E R E S T  I N S E R V I C E ,  P E R S O N A L  

C O N T A C T S ,  C O M M U N I T Y  B E T T E R M E N T  A N D  C I V I C  P R I D E ;  

E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  T H E  R E C O R D S  O F  T H E  P A S T  H A V E  C O N C L U S I V E L Y

D E M O N S T R A T E D  I T S  U S E F U L N E S S  A N D  J U S T I F I E D  E X I S T E N C E ,  N O T  

O N L Y  I N  T H I S  C O M M U N I T Y  B U T  I N  P R A C T I C A L L Y  E V E R Y  O T H E R  P A R T  O F

 T H E  W O R L D .

F L O R A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

2 2 3  W .  R A I L R O A D  S T .  

F L O R A ,  I L  6 2 8 3 9

6 1 8 - 6 6 2 - 5 6 4 6  P H O N E / F A X

E M A I L :  

F L O R A C H A M B E R O F C O M M E R C E @ G M A I L . C O M

O F F I C E  H O U R S :  M O N D A Y  T H R O U G H  F R I D A Y

8  A M  T O  5  P M  ( C L O S E D  F O R  L U N C H )

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

P R E S I D E N T :  D O U G  L E A K

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T :  M I C H A E L  G I L L

       T R E A S U R E R :  C H R I S  T H O M P S O N   

D I R E C T O R S

 M A N D Y  H A R G I S ,  J O E  H A R R I S ,  S T E P H E N  S M I T H

B A R B A R A  S C H A F E R ,  J A S O N  S M I T H

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

A N N A  R O U N D S

       


