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How to Reach Us!

www.florachamber.com 618-662-5646

florachamberofcommerce@gmail.com

Follow us on these social media platforms
and stay informed!

PhoneOnline

Email

We value your input! Our meetings are open for any
Chamber member to attend.    

NEXT CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
May 8th, 2025 in the Depot Train Room
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E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 3 9

F L O R A C H A M B E R . C O MPH: 618-662-5646

IMPORTANT CHAMBER MEMBER INFO

I. Industry/ Manufacturing/ Public Utilities
    Employees                                Amount
    a) 1 – 25                                    $165.00
    b) 26 – 50                                  $250.00
    c) 51 – 75                                  $330.00
    d) 76 – 100                                $385.00
    e) 101 – over          $395.00 + .75 per employee  over 100

II. Retail/ Wholesale/ Service
     Employees                               Amount
     a) 1 – 5                                     $125.00
     b) 6 – 15                                   $150.00
     c) 16 – 25                                 $185.00
     d) 26 – over            $195.00 + 3.25 per employee over 25

III. Professional (Those holding a state issued license for their business)
      $125.00 per professional person

IV. Non Profit/Churches ----    $75.00*
V.  Sales or Food Vendors----   $75.00 

* This rate is also for individuals not engaged in business who wishes to
support the Chamber.

Note: If more than one business holds the same tax number, the first
business is charged at the above rate and the additional businesses are
charged $10.00 each.

New Chamber Dues Rates
Effective: April 1, 2025



221 N Main St 
PO Box 97

Flora, IL 62839
618-662-5208Lisa Cash
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IMPORTANT CHAMBER MEMBER INFO

J o i n  u s  o n  S a t u r d a y,  M a y  1 7,  2 0 2 5 ,  a t  t h e  F l o r a
P i c k l e b a l l  C o u r t s  f o r  a  d a y  f i l l e d  w i t h  f u n ,

f r i e n d l y  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s p i r i t !

Thank you to
our Sponsors!

Thank you to
our Sponsors!

Water
Sponsor!
Water

Sponsor!

Ball
Sponsor!

Ball
Sponsor!

 E n t r y  F e e :
$ 2 5  p e r  p l a y e r

A d d i t i o n a l  $ 1 0  i f  s i g n i n g  u p  f o r
a n  e x t r a  d i v i s i o n  p l u s  M i x e d

D o u b l e s

 W h a t  t o  B r i n g :
Yo u r  o w n  p a d d l e  ( p i c k l e b a l l s  p r o v i d e d )

Yo u r  b e s t  f r i e n d  ( p l a y e r  # 2 )

C o m p e t i t i v e  s p i r i t  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m !

 Register by: May 14, 2025 Register by: May 14, 2025

tel:618-662-5208
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APRIL MEMBER SPOTLIGHT RECAP

Welcome New April Members!

Beautiful Strandz SalonGreen Sprout Living



B I G T P E T S E C U R I T Y
 

C L A Y C O U N T Y F A R M B U R E A U
 

C L A Y C O U N T Y H O S P I T A L

D A S Z L E
 

E D L E W I S T R U C K I N G

 
F L O R A B A N K A N D T R U S T

F L O R A S A V I N G S B A N K

H E L L A

I T S A L M O S T H O M E

N O R T H A M E R I C A N L I G H T I N G
 

Word Bank

April Chamber Member Spotlight Re-Cap Word Search



Chamber Sponsorship Opportunities
Want to boost your business visibility while supporting local events? Our 2025
Sponsorship Opportunities are now available — and we’d love to have your business
involved! From high-energy events like the Chamber Golf Scramble and Paddle Battle,
to community favorites like the 4th of July Celebration and Disc Golf Tournament,
there’s something for every interest and budget.

Why Sponsor?

Increase your brand’s visibility at well-attended local events
Build community goodwill by showing support for Flora
Connect with new customers and fellow business leaders
Enjoy exclusive benefits like event signage, promotion, and discounts!

 Whether you're a returning supporter or a first-time sponsor, this is your chance to
make an impact all year long.

 To view the full list of sponsorship packages, visit our website at florachamber.com
and download the printable PDF.

Let’s make 2025 unforgettable — together! 
Questions? Call or stop by the Chamber office anytime.
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Member News



Tourism News

W e  h a d  5  t e a m s  f o r  o u r  B B Q  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  o u r  f i r s t  a n n u a l  S p r i n g  F e s t !  
 

T h e  c a t e g o r i e s  j u d g e d  w e r e : C h i c k e n ,  R i b s ,  P o r k  B u t t ,  p e o p l e ’ s  c h o i c e  a n d
o v e r a l l  w i n n e r.

A  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  t e a m s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  D a w n  a n d  R y a n  W i l e s  &
R y a n  S c o t t  f o r  p u t t i n g  t h i s  t o g e t h e r.  I t  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  w i t h o u t

t h e i r  v i s i o n  a n d  d i r e c t i o n !
W o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  S t o r m  B r e w i n g  f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  u s e  t h e i r

o v e r f l o w  r o o m  f o r  j u d g i n g  a n d  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .
T h a n k  y o u  a l l  a n d  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !



Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants

T h e  F l o r a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  h o s t  a  f r e e  “ H o w  t o  S t a r t  a
S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  i n  I l l i n o i s ”  W o r k s h o p  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5  a t  1 : 0 0  P M
i n  t h e  Tr a i n  R o o m  i n s i d e  t h e  B & O  D e p o t ,  l o c a t e d  a t  2 2 3  W e s t  R a i l r o a d
S t r e e t ,  F l o r a ,  I L .

P r e s e n t e d  b y  A m e r i c a ’ s  S B D C  a t  I l l i n o i s  E a s t e r n  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e s ,  t h i s
w o r k s h o p  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e  k e y  s t e p s  i n  l a u n c h i n g  y o u r  b u s i n e s s
s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  I l l i n o i s .  W h e t h e r  y o u ' r e  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  e x p l o r e  a n  i d e a  o r
r e a d y  t o  t a k e  t h e  n e x t  s t e p ,  t h i s  s e s s i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  p r a c t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n
o n :

B u s i n e s s  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n
L i c e n s e s  a n d  p e r m i t s
F i n a n c i n g  o p t i o n s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s
P l a n n i n g  f o r  l o n g - t e r m  s u c c e s s
S u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  S B D C

T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a n s w e r e d ,  c o n n e c t  w i t h
o t h e r  l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  a n d  t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d  m a k i n g  y o u r
d r e a m  a  r e a l i t y .

R e a s o n a b l e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  f o r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  i f
r e q u e s t e d  a t  l e a s t  t w o  w e e k s  i n  a d v a n c e .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t
M i c h e l l e  B r o o k s  a t  6 1 8 - 5 6 2 - 3 7 4 4 .
N o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e — j u s t  b r i n g  y o u r  i d e a s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s !

T h i n k i n g  o f  S t a r t i n g  a  B u s i n e s s ?  J o i n
O u r  F r e e  W o r k s h o p !

H a v e  y o u  b e e n  d r e a m i n g  o f  o p e n i n g  y o u r
o w n  b u s i n e s s  b u t  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h e r e  t o
b e g i n ?  Yo u ’ r e  n o t  a l o n e — a n d  w e ’ r e  h e r e
t o  h e l p .

T h e  F l o r a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  i s
e x c i t e d  t o  h o s t  a  f r e e  “ H o w  t o  S t a r t  a
S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  i n  I l l i n o i s ”  W o r k s h o p  o n
T h u r s d a y ,  M a y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5  a t  1 : 0 0  P M  i n
t h e  Tr a i n  R o o m  i n s i d e  t h e  B & O  D e p o t ,
l o c a t e d  a t  2 2 3  W e s t  R a i l r o a d  S t r e e t ,
F l o r a ,  I L .



Attracting Talent in Today’s Job Market: 
Tips for Local Businesses

I n  t o d a y ’ s  c o m p e t i t i v e  j o b  m a r k e t ,  a t t r a c t i n g  q u a l i t y  e m p l o y e e s  i s  m o r e
c h a l l e n g i n g — a n d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t — t h a n  e v e r.  F o r  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  o u r
c o m m u n i t y,  s t a n d i n g  o u t  a s  a  g r e a t  p l a c e  t o  w o r k  c a n  m a k e  a l l  t h e
d i f f e r e n c e .  H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  h e l p  y o u  r e c r u i t  a n d  r e t a i n  t o p
t a l e n t :

1 .  P r o m o t e  Y o u r  C u l t u r e  a n d  V a l u e s
 P e o p l e  w a n t  m o r e  t h a n  a  p a y c h e c k — t h e y  w a n t  p u r p o s e  a n d  a  p o s i t i v e
e n v i r o n m e n t .  U s e  y o u r  w e b s i t e  a n d  s o c i a l  m e d i a  t o  s h o w c a s e  y o u r  t e a m ,
c e l e b r a t e  w i n s ,  a n d  h i g h l i g h t  w h a t  m a k e s  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  a  g r e a t  p l a c e  t o
w o r k .

2 .  O f f e r  F l e x i b i l i t y  W h e r e  Y o u  C a n
 F l e x i b l e  h o u r s ,  p a r t - t i m e  o p t i o n s ,  o r  r e m o t e  w o r k  ( w h e n  p o s s i b l e )  a r e
h i g h l y  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t o d a y ’ s  w o r k f o r c e .  E v e n  s m a l l  a d j u s t m e n t s  c a n  o p e n  t h e
d o o r  t o  m o r e  a p p l i c a n t s .

3 .  C r e a t e  C l e a r  J o b  D e s c r i p t i o n s
 M a k e  s u r e  y o u r  j o b  p o s t i n g s  a r e  s p e c i f i c  a n d  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  I n c l u d e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e d  s k i l l s ,  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w h a t  y o u r  b u s i n e s s
o f f e r s  i n  r e t u r n — l i k e  t r a i n i n g ,  g r o w t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  o r  u n i q u e  p e r k s .

4 .  T a p  I n t o  L o c a l  R e s o u r c e s
 C o n n e c t  w i t h  h i g h  s c h o o l s ,  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s ,  a n d  l o c a l  w o r k f o r c e
c e n t e r s .  M a n y  h a v e  j o b  b o a r d s  o r  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  y o u  r e a c h
q u a l i f i e d  c a n d i d a t e s .  T h e  C h a m b e r  c a n  a l s o  a s s i s t  i n  s h a r i n g  y o u r  o p e n i n g s
w i t h  o u r  n e t w o r k .

5 .  O f f e r  D e v e l o p m e n t  O p p o r t u n i t i e s
 E m p l o y e e s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  s t a y  w i t h  a  c o m p a n y  t h a t  i n v e s t s  i n  t h e i r
g r o w t h .  W h e t h e r  i t ’ s  c r o s s - t r a i n i n g ,  m e n t o r s h i p ,  o r  p a y i n g  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n
c o u r s e s ,  i n v e s t i n g  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o w s  y o u  v a l u e  y o u r  t e a m .

6 .  H i g h l i g h t  E m p l o y e e  T e s t i m o n i a l s
 A s k  c u r r e n t  e m p l o y e e s  t o  s h a r e  w h y  t h e y  e n j o y  w o r k i n g  f o r  y o u .  F e a t u r i n g
t h e i r  s t o r i e s  i n  j o b  a d s  o r  s o c i a l  m e d i a  b u i l d s  t r u s t  a n d  g i v e s  p o t e n t i a l
h i r e s  a  s e n s e  o f  w h a t  i t ’ s  r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  y o u .

7.  S t r e a m l i n e  Y o u r  H i r i n g  P r o c e s s
 D o n ’ t  l o s e  g o o d  c a n d i d a t e s  d u e  t o  d e l a y s .  M a k e  s u r e  y o u r  i n t e r v i e w  a n d
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  t i m e l y.

H i r i n g  i s  n e v e r  o n e - s i z e - f i t s - a l l ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  s t r a t e g i e s  i n  p l a c e ,  l o c a l
b u s i n e s s e s  c a n  c o m p e t e — a n d  t h r i v e — i n  a t t r a c t i n g  t a l e n t  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  t h e m
g r o w .  F o r  m o r e  h i r i n g  t i p s  o r  t o  s h a r e  y o u r  j o b  o p e n i n g s ,  c o n t a c t  t h e
C h a m b e r  o f f i c e .  W e ’ r e  h e r e  t o  h e l p .



May 5 9:00-11:00 AM Food Pantry Clay County Ministerial Aliance

May 5 10:00-2:00 PM Pulled Pork Sale Flora High School

May 7 11:30-12:30 PM Children's Orthopedic Clinic Flora Medical Clinic

May 7 1:00-5:00 PM Blood Drive Flora Depot Community Room

May 8 9:30-1:30 PM Blood Drive Clay County Hospital

May 8 3:30-6:30 PM CCHD Spring Resource Carnival Charley Brown Park

May 10 12:00-3:00 PM Ladies Day Out Storm Brewing

May 12 9:00-11:00 AM Food Pantry Clay County Ministerial Aliance

May 15 1:00 PM "How to Start a Small Business" Seminar Flora Depot Train Room 

May 16 All Day Flora City Wide Sales City of Flora

May 17 All Day Flora City Wide Sales City of Flora

May 17 9:00 AM 9th Annual 6K Run for Water Flora Christian Church

May 17 Varies Flora Chamber Paddle Battle Flora City Pickleball Courts

May 19 9:00-11:00 AM Food Pantry Clay County Ministerial Aliance

May 20 2:00 PM Seasoned Circle Clay County Hospital

May 21 1:00-5:00 PM Blood Drive Clay Electric Coop

May 25 TBA Flora Rotary Disc Golf Tournament Charley Brown Park

May 26 9:00-11:00 AM Food Pantry Clay County Ministerial Aliance

May 27 2:00-6:00 PM Blood Drive Full Armor FACA Gymnasium

May 30 1:00-5:00 PM Blood Drive CCHD Conference Room

May 31 10:00-12:00 PM Fish Truck Days Tractor Supply

Community Calendar
Date Time Event Location

To  a d d  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  c a l e n d a r ,  p l e a s e
l o o k  a t  o u r  p i n n e d  p o s t s  o n  o u r  F a c e b o o k  p a g e  a n d  c o m m e n t  u n d e r

t h a t  m o n t h s  c o m m u n i t y  c a l e n d a r  p o s t !

D e a d l i n e  f o r  a l l  J u n e  N e w s l e t t e r  s u b m i s s i o n s  w i l l  b e  M o n d a y
M a y  2 6 t h !



Thank you for your continued support!

T H E  M E M B E R S  C R E E D

I  B E L O N G  T O  T H E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  B E C A U S E :  I  R E A L I Z E

 I N  U N I T Y  T H E R E  I S  S T R E N G T H ;  I T  I S  T H E  B E S T  M E D I U M  F O R

 S E R V I N G  M Y  C O M M U N I T Y  A S  A  W H O L E ;  I  B E L I E V E  I N  T H E  F U T U R E

 G R O W T H  A N D  P R O G R E S S  O F  M Y  C I T Y ;  I T ’ S  O N L Y  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N

 F O R  M E M B E R S H I P  I S  G O O D  C I T I Z E N S H I P ;  I  W A N T  T O  W O R K  W I T H

 M Y  F E L L O W  T O W N S M E N  F O R  T H E  C O M M O N  I N T E R E S T  O F  A L L ;  I

 W A N T  T O  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H E I R  C O N C E R T E D  P L A N N I N G ,  C O U N S E L ,

 A N D  A C T I O N ;  I T  I S  A  C L E A R I N G  H O U S E  F O R  B U S I N E S S  I N F O R M A T I O N ,

 B U S I N E S S         S E R V I C E ,  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  E F F O R T ;  M E M B E R S H I P

 P A Y S  A  H I G H  R A T E  O F  I N T E R E S T  I N S E R V I C E ,  P E R S O N A L  

C O N T A C T S ,  C O M M U N I T Y  B E T T E R M E N T  A N D  C I V I C  P R I D E ;  

E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  T H E  R E C O R D S  O F  T H E  P A S T  H A V E  C O N C L U S I V E L Y

D E M O N S T R A T E D  I T S  U S E F U L N E S S  A N D  J U S T I F I E D  E X I S T E N C E ,  N O T  

O N L Y  I N  T H I S  C O M M U N I T Y  B U T  I N  P R A C T I C A L L Y  E V E R Y  O T H E R  P A R T  O F

 T H E  W O R L D .

F L O R A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

2 2 3  W .  R A I L R O A D  S T .  

F L O R A ,  I L  6 2 8 3 9

6 1 8 - 6 6 2 - 5 6 4 6  P H O N E / F A X

E M A I L :  

F L O R A C H A M B E R O F C O M M E R C E @ G M A I L . C O M

O F F I C E  H O U R S :  M O N D A Y  T H R O U G H  F R I D A Y

8  A M  T O  5  P M  ( C L O S E D  F O R  L U N C H )

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

P R E S I D E N T :  D O U G  L E A K

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T :  M I C H A E L  G I L L

       T R E A S U R E R :  C H R I S  T H O M P S O N   

D I R E C T O R S

 M A N D Y  H A R G I S ,  J O E  H A R R I S ,  S T E P H E N  S M I T H

B A R B A R A  S C H A F E R ,  J A S O N  S M I T H ,  G R E G  S C H A F E R

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

A N N A  R O U N D S

       


