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22%%% May 8th, 2025 in the Depot Train Room

We value your input! Our meetings are open for any
Chamber member to attend.
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Follow us on these social media platforms
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IMPORTANT CHAMBER MEMBER INFO

Mazch 31, 2025

Dear Chamber Members:

The Flora Chamber of Commeice continually works to keep our Membeiship Fees as low as
possible while also giving our Members the best possible service and support. In fact, it has
been four years since our last, relatively small, fee increase. However, over those same four
years, costs have continued to increase substantially. I'm sure you’ve noticed that in your own
businesses and personal lives, and, unfortunately, that’s true for the Chamber as well.

As an example, one area that has affected many of us 1s payroll costs. Mimmum wage in Illinois
has raised by $4 per hour smece 2021, when we did out last fee increase. That represents a
minimum annual inciease of over $8000 for each full-time emplovee in pavroll cost alone. We
believe that all emplovees deserve decent pay, but the reality is it smply costs more to do
business today than it used to. And. Of course this isn’t the only business expense that has gone
up in the last four vears.

With that said, the Flora Chambesr of Commerce Board of Direciors has reluctantly decided to
implement a modest fee increase effective April 1, 2025, This is not a decision that we took
Lightly. and 1t 1s never our wish to place further burden on any of our Members. We sumply feel
this is necessary to offset our nsing costs. We hope that you understand and that you continue to
believe in the mission of the Chamber, that of supporting local businesses and helping drive the
economy of our commumity.

It i= not our wish to lose anyone as a Member because of this decision. If you find that the
inerease in your Membership dues creaies an undue burden for you, please reach out to myself or
Anna Rounds, the Chamber’s Executive Director. We will work with you 1o find a solution so
you can continue to enjoy the many benefits the Flora Chamber of Commerce has to offer.

We thank vou for your understanding. and most importantly for your continued support of the
Flora Chamber of Commerce. If you have any questions, or we can help you in any way, please
DO reach out to us. You can stop by the Chamber Office located at 223 W. Railroad St, call us at
(618) 662-3646, contact us through Facebook Messenger. or in whatever way is most convenient
for you. Again, we thank vou for your support and for all you do for the Chamber and for our
community.

Sincerely,

Doug Leak
President
Flora Chamber of Commerce
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IMPORTANT CHAMBER MEMBER INFO

New Chamber Dues Rates
Effective: April 1, 2025

L Industry/ Manufacturing/ Public Utilities

Employees Amount
a) 1 - 25 $165.00
b) 26 - 50 $250.00
c) bl - 75 $330.00
d) 76 - 100 $385.00

e) 101 - over $395.00 + .75 per employee over 100

[I. Retail/ Wholesale/ Service

Employees Amount

a)l-b $125.00

b)6-15 $150.00

c) 16 - 25 $185.00

d) 26 - over $195.00 + 3.25 per employee over 25

III. Professional (Those holding a state issued license for their business)

$125.00 per professional person

IV. Non Profit/Churches ---- $75.00%
V. Sales or Food Vendors---- $75.00

* This rate is also for individuals not engaged in business who wishes to
support the Chamber.

Note: It more than one business holds the same tax number, the first

business is charged at the above rate and the additional businesses are
charged $10.00 each.
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IMPORTANT CHAMBER MEMBER INFO
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CLAY COUNTY

HOSPITAL s! [|
AND MEDICAL CLINICS uble
911 Stag il.gli gnévez :{;;imzssq ? E E E
" COUNTRY ) :
S FINANCIAL. Adult Male Adult Female Adult Mix
221N Main St Beginner Beginner Beginner
PO Box 97 9 AM 12:30 PM 4:00 PM
Flora, IL 62839
618-662-5208 Adult Male Inter/ Adult Female Adult Mix Inter/
Adv Inter/ Adv
10:45 AM 2:15 PM
P ad

MEH Bn SATURDAY
&= s Ees] MAY 17™, 2025 o~

Bk CITY OF FLORA PICKLEBALL COURTS

FLO Sponsor! King/Queen of the court tournament. Sign up by May 14".
Iu l Call Us g/f <50 Visit Our Website
SAVINGS BANK e 618-662-5646 - /ora www.florachamber.com @
S — Chamber o Commeree
.- Join us on Saturday, May 17, 2025, at the Flora
EY/

SpSehr! Pickleball Courts for a day filled with fun,
_ p@ friendly competition, and community spirit!
" “A Better Choice in Banking”

What to Bring:
Your own paddle (pickleballs provided)

Entry Fee:
$25 per player Your best friend (player #2)
Additional $10 if signing up for
an extra division plus Mixed Competitive spirit and enthusiasm!
Doubles

Register by. May | % 2025
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tel:618-662-5208

APRIL MEMBER SPOTLIGHT RECAP

CLAY COUNTY

N
HOSPITAL == 'I
MEDICAL CLINICS & PHARMACY - I’.

Complete care, start to finish. >0 D> S l_| PPLY CH A| N

NORTH AMERICAN
LIGHTING

A KoxTo Group Company

SAVINGS BANK ﬁE@MILM@%F m@m E

Furniture Co

Green Sprout Living  Beautitul Strandz Salon

ESTABLISHED IN 1939

PH: 618-662-5646 FLORACHAMBER.COM



Aol Chambev Nlember Spsllight We Cap Yoras Seanch

E o
= "0
=

m T T = E =< O E E =
M = P g M ¥ ¥ I I
* B 3 O = O OB o O OFE € OOF < M £ E O Om
o & £
i |
G B 3™ 3
E = = O = o ZE O

20 » E m m I

m E @ W = E =T D O @8 F &
-
m »D ~ ®» PP M F P I E X O
m = B 3/ = I L w =

= &
= =™ & &4 EE mM £ M =T £ FF O F = M s

| S,

2B O FE @ = E =W =@m O »» O = 3D
m

0 F D M @ = =€ I WM A
—f

= E W O M = m m E @ ©O ® M =

L
0
¥
P
M
A
8
L

L
5
z
M
G
E
A
A
E
Y

F E m = OB M m &

-
wm X E
= M = =M = | B T X = B WM = X T = O

|—
- o £ ®_ - O E » X E » @™ » 3D O r

m ~ ®» 0 = M W E E M P»P X =S4 m X ~~ D XT DO >

m = O P w D S WSO E O D =

m =
-
=
« =
o =

Whiat Lonk
BIGTPETSECURITY FLORABANKANDTRUST
CLAYCOUNTYEARMBUREAU FLORASAVINGSBANK
CLAYCOUNTYHOSPITAL HELLA
DASZLE ITSALMOSTHOME
EDLEWISTRUCKING NORTHAMERICANLIGHTING

-
=




Chamber Sponsorship Opportunities

Want to boost your business visibility while supporting local events? Our 2025
Sponsorship Opportunities are now available — and we’d love to have your business
involved! From high-energy events like the Chamber Golf Scramble and Paddle Battle,
to community favorites like the 4th of July Celebration and Disc Golf Tournament,
there’s something for every interest and budget.

Why Sponsor?

Increase your brand’s visibility at well-attended local events

Build community goodwill by showing support for Flora

Connect with new customers and fellow business leaders

Enjoy exclusive benefits like event signage, promotion, and discounts!

Whether you're a returning supporter or a first-time sponsor, this is your chance to
make an impact all year long.

To view the full list of sponsorship packages, visit our website at florachamber.com
and download the printable PDF.

Let’s make 2025 unforgettable — together!

no later than: June 4, 2

ath of July Celebration: Attractis

$200

all fliers, graphics, and promational items, 1
- ¥ £ = ¥ otal amount for
wd on fence, and a team of 2 included®

imbar Golf Scrambla:
highlighti AT




Member News

Upcoming Member Evts

Y *
FOR AN EYEMN@
THE WILD, WIL]

LEA.IN ABOUT THE RESOURCES IN THE COMMUNITY WHILE ENJOYING FUN

GAMES, BOUNCE HOUSES, GIVEAWAYS, AND A PETTING ZoO! YOU ARE

WNOI IS CELEBRATING SUMMER 2025 SURE TO RIDE OFF IN THE SUNSET WITH SOME GREAT MEMORIES!
WITH A FUN NEW BEACH TOWEL PROMOTION! - ‘f’““* i e el

1200+ - WNOI/CCC Summer 2025 Sublimated Beach Towels
featuring BOTH of our Station Logos along with 30 SPONSOR LOGOS
will be given away at local fairs, festivals, parades & events this summer! 8 MAY
As a WNOI/CLAY COUNTY COUNTRY SUMMER BEACH TOWEL SPONSOR,
yvou'll receive: numerous radio promos on BOTH stations,
Facebook Promotions/Post Shares &
200 - :30 RADIO ADS to use NOW through September 30™ 2025! A F AR
Your investinent is just $240/month May-September 2025! mu;ur Soioor's FFA PROGEAM
SIGN UP TODAY-SPACE IS LIMITED! &~ i
FOR MAKING THE FETTING Zi4
rossHLE!

Accepled for Business Today's Date

Business Name Mecepled for 89.3/103.9

*Thiz sttian dods sot discrisisate is e suli of adwer tising Bme, and will seerpt no. deﬁnng-ﬁ mn;ﬂmdmnﬂmb £ B cizcriminate on he
Basiz of race, gender, & cihnizily, Adverfiser hereky cortifies Bhat it [ mot baying b gy ae g dailed soAtract for &
diseriminerony parpose, incuding ber st inford o ﬁdmrummphnudmﬂua@mmnmsmwm r.\rhmnj'nre geeder, panweal

T H E G RE AT . PORK BURGER SALE
. LOTS OF GREAT PRIZES
. OVER A 10600 DUCKS TO HUNT
: NO JEEP NEEDED

DUCK HUNT

SUNDARY, JUNE 1, 2025
Registration: 12:00 PM - 1 PM

Entry Fee: $30 Donation Entry Fee Per Vehicle

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO SUPPDRT CRVE OF RDULLAM CLAY CO CRMPUS
MISSION TRIP IN COSTA RICA THIS SUMMER 200 N OLIVE FLORR, IL




........ Member News

Flora
Clean-Up Days

May 19th - 23rd, 2025

Farmer's Market

Every Saturday starting May 3rd - Sept. 27th
8am - Noon

Flora Library Park
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City-Wide Yard Sales

May 16th & 17th, 2025




........ Member News

COMMUNITY
BLOOD DRIVES

6/7 - Flora Depot (1-5pm) @ Flora Depot Train Room

65/21 - Clay Electric Coop (1-5pm) @ CEC Conference Room

!

5/27 - Full Armor (2-6pm) @ FACA Gym

5/30 - Clay County Health Dept (1-5pm) @ CCHD Conference '
Room

May Promo: Come to give blood May 1-18 and get a $20 e-gift card to a merchant
of your choice. PLUS, get a chance to win a U.S. trip of choice for you and a guest!

Terms apply: reblood.org/may

. Come to give blood May 19-31 and'get an exclusive Red Cross solar lantern, while
supplies last. PLUS, get a chance to win a U.S. trip of choice for you and a guest!
1 Terms apply: reblood org/may.

\ B L P

BE PART OF
SOMETHING

B I G G E R ImpactLife %’i’?é‘éﬁh

Clay County Hospital %'nl}é“_. E

Thursday, May 8 GIVE BLOOD
9:30 AM - 1:30 PM To schedule an appt,

Medical Building Conference Infusions Room scan QR code, or

call ImpactLife at

911 Stacey Burk Drive, Flora, IL 800.747.5401




s e e e .. Tourism News

We had 5 teams for our BBQ competition for our first annual Spring Fest!

The categories judged were:Chicken, Ribs, Pork Butt, people’s choice and
overall winner.

A huge thank you to all the teams and especially Dawn and Ryan Wiles &
Ryan Scott for putting this together. It would not have happened without
their vision and direction!

Would also like to thank Storm Brewing for allowing us to use their
overflow room for judging and for providing entertainment.

Thank you all and Congratulations!




. e+++..... Training Opportunities, Seminars, & Grants

Thinking of Starting a Business? Join

HOW TO START A Our Free Workshop!

SMALL BUSINESS IN

ILLINOIS WORKSHOP Have you been dreaming of opening your
BEGE F #™ own business but don't know where to

Your Illinois Small Business Journey Starts Here

begin? You're not alone—and we're here
to help.

The Flora Chamber of Commerce is
excited to host a free "How to Start a
Small Business in Illinois” Workshop on
Thursday, May 15, 2025 at 1:00 PM in
the Train Room inside the B&0O Depot,
located at 223 West Railroad Street,
Flora, IL.

The Flora Chamber of Commerce is excited to host a free “"How to Start a
Small Business in Illinois” Workshop on Thursday, May 15, 2025 at 1:00 PM
in the Train Room inside the B&0 Depot, located at 223 West Railroad
Street, Flora, IL.

Presented by America’s SBDC at Illinois Eastern Community Colleges, this
workshop will guide you through the key steps in launching your business
successfully in Illinois. Whether you're just starting to explore an idea or
ready to take the next step, this session will provide practical information
on:

e Business structure and registration

e Licenses and permits

e Financing options and resources

e Planning for long-term success

e Support services available through the SBDC

This is a great opportunity to get your questions answered, connect with
other local entrepreneurs, and take the first step toward making your
dream a reality.

Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made if
requested at least two weeks in advance. For more information, contact
Michelle Brooks at 618-562-3744.

No registration fee—just bring your ideas and questions!



Ce e e Attractin Talent in Today’s Job Market:
I 1ps for Local Businesses

In today’s competitive job market, attracting quality employees is more
challenging—and more important—than ever. For small businesses in our
community, standing out as a great place to work can make all the
difference. Here are several strategies to help you recruit and retain top
talent:

1. Promote Your Culture and Values

People want more than a paycheck—they want purpose and a positive
environment. Use your website and social media to showcase your team,
celebrate wins, and highlight what makes your business a great place to
work.

2. Offer Flexibility Where You Can

Flexible hours, part-time options, or remote work (when possible) are
highly attractive to today’s workforce. Even small adjustments can open the
door to more applicants.

3. Create Clear Job Descriptions

Make sure your job postings are specific and easy to understand. Include
responsibilities, required skills, and most importantly, what your business
offers in return—Llike training, growth opportunities, or unique perks.

4. Tap Into Local Resources

Connect with high schools, community colleges, and local workforce
centers. Many have job boards or programs that can help you reach
qualified candidates. The Chamber can also assist in sharing your openings
with our network.

5. Offer Development Opportunities

Employees are more likely to stay with a company that invests in their
growth. Whether it’s cross-training, mentorship, or paying for certification
courses, investing in development shows you value your team.

6. Highlight Employee Testimonials

Ask current employees to share why they enjoy working for you. Featuring
their stories in job ads or social media builds trust and gives potential
hires a sense of what it’s really like to work with you.

7. Streamline Your Hiring Process
Don’t lose good candidates due to delays. Make sure your interview and
decision-making process is organized and timely.

Hiring is never one-size-fits-all, but with the right strategies in place, local
businesses can compete—and thrive—in attracting talent that will help them
grow. For more hiring tips or to share your job openings, contact the
Chamber office. We’re here to help.



Community Calendar

Dat Time Event Location

May 5 9:00-11:00 AM Food Pantry Clay County Ministerial Aliance
May 5 10:00-2:00 PM Pulled Pork Sale Flora High School

May 7 11:30-12:30 PM Children's Orthopedic Clinic Flora Medical Clinic

May 7 1:00-5:00 PM Blood Drive Flora Depot Community Room
May 8 9:30-1:30 PM Blood Drive Clay County Hospital

May 8 3:30-6:30 PM CCHD Spring Resource Carnival Charley Brown Park

May 10 12:00-3:00 PM Ladies Day Out Storm Brewing

May 12 9:00-11:00 AM Food Pantry Clay County Ministerial Aliance
May 15 1:00 PM "How to Start a Small Business" Seminar Flora Depot Train Room
May 16 All Day Flora City Wide Sales City of Flora

May 17 All Day Flora City Wide Sales City of Flora

May 17 9:00 AM 9th Annual 6K Run for Water Flora Christian Church
May 17 Varies Flora Chamber Paddle Battle Flora City Pickleball Courts
May 19 9:00-11:00 AM Food Pantry Clay County Ministerial Aliance
May 20 2:00 PM Seasoned Circle Clay County Hospital

May 21 1:00-5:00 PM Blood Drive Clay Electric Coop
May 25 TBA Flora Rotary Disc Golf Tournament Charley Brown Park
May 26 9:00-11:00 AM Food Pantry Clay County Ministerial Aliance
May 27 2:00-6:00 PM Blood Drive Full Armor FACA Gymnasium
May 30 1:00-5:00 PM Blood Drive CCHD Conference Room
May 31 10:00-12:00 PM Fish Truck Days Tractor Supply

To add your community event to our community calendar, please
look at our pinned posts on our Facebook page and comment under
that months community calendar post!

Deadline for all June Newsletter submissions will be Monday

. May 26th! _




Thank you for your continued support!

THE MEMBERS CREED
I BELONG TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BECAUSE: I REALIZE
IN UNITY THERE IS STRENGTH; IT IS THE BEST MEDIUM FOR
SERVING MY COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE; I BELIEVE IN THE FUTURE
GROWTH AND PROGRESS OF MY CITY; IT'S ONLY QUALIFICATION
FOR MEMBERSHIP IS GOOD CITIZENSHIP; I WANT TO WORK WITH
MY FELLOW TOWNSMEN FOR THE COMMON INTEREST OF ALL; I
WANT TO BENEFIT FROM THEIR CONCERTED PLANNING, COUNSEL,
AND ACTION; IT IS A CLEARING HOUSE FOR BUSINESS INFORMATION,
BUSINESS SERVICE, AND COMMUNITY EFFORT; MEMBERSHIP
PAYS A HIGH RATE OF INTEREST INSERVICE, PERSONAL
CONTACTS, COMMUNITY BETTERMENT AND CIVIC PRIDE;
EXPERIENCE AND THE RECORDS OF THE PAST HAVE CONCLUSIVELY
DEMONSTRATED ITS USEFULNESS AND JUSTIFIED EXISTENCE, NOT
ONLY IN THIS COMMUNITY BUT IN PRACTICALLY EVERY OTHER PART OF
THE WORLD.

BOARD Ol DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT: DOUG LEAK
VICE PRESIDENT: MICHAEL GILL
TREASURER: CHRIS THOMPSON

DIRECTORS
MANDY HARGIS, JOE HARRIS, STEPHEN SMITH
BARBARA SCHAFER, JASON SMITH, GREG SCHAFER

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ANNA ROUNDS



